
OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $350,000 FOR GIRLS INC. OF HOLYOKE

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has      awarded $349,526 to Girls Incorporated of Holyoke to create a peer      training and outreach program for HIV and substance abuse prevention.      The grant was awarded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health      Services Administration.

     “Because many young people in Holyoke are not connected to      traditional sources of community support, peer training and outreach      efforts will go a long way toward helping them deal with the challenges      they face every day, such as poverty, substance abuse and sexually-transmitted      diseases,” Olver said. “Girls Incorporated of Holyoke      has found that youth are their own best advocates.”

     Girls Inc. will use the funding to develop a youth leadership institute      in which peer leaders will train other young people in HIV and substance      abuse prevention methods. The newly trained peer leaders will then      reach out to other youth through a new street outreach program.      Known as Van Bien, the outreach program will involve a van that      will travel around the city of Holyoke. Peer leaders and an adult      staff person will staff the van and provide information on HIV,      substance abuse prevention and other health issues. Girls Inc. will      run the program in coordination with Nueva Esperanza, Nuestra Raices      and other interested youth groups.

     Girls Inc. of Holyoke is a non-profit organization that provides      programs to help girls overcome the effects of gender inequity and      become self-sufficient, responsible adults. Part of a national youth      organization, Girls Inc. of Holyoke helps provide safe places and      structured activities during non-school hours and works in collaboration      with other youth agencies.

     For more information, contact Virginia Dillon at Girls Inc. of Holyoke      at 413-532-6247.
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